
                    DESPERATE!!! 
The word means without hope, despondent; we have all felt it, granted for many 

different reasons.  For some it is for love, acceptance, power, control.  Many other empty and 
mistrusted emo=ons come to my mind.  I never gave much thought to this un=l I heard a song 
that Michael W. Smith did years ago called “BREATHE”.  He sings about being desperate for GOD,   
WOW what a concept.    

Let’s have a come to JESUS, look-at-yourself-in-the-mirror mee=ng right now.  Be honest 
and think – when, if ever, have you been DESPERATE for the Lord?  Sure we’re all desperate 
when we paint ourselves in a corner aUer being desperate for the wrong things and need His 
help to rescue us.  But do you really LONG to be with Jesus? 

 In the gospel of Mark 12:29-30 , JESUS is answering a ques=on from a scribe.   The 1

ques=on is, “Which is the first commandment of all?”  He describes to us how to love the Lord 
thy GOD.   In verse 31 Jesus con=nues to say that the second commandment is to love your 
neighbor as thyself.  There is no other commandment greater than these.   

Here is the ques=on of the day:  Who among us can honestly say that they love the Lord, 
their God, with all their heart, and with all their soul, mind, and with all their strength?    I know 
one thing and that is:  if enough of us got together and did this, we could make a real difference 
in our world.   

        So what does this have to do with being desperate for the Lord?   Un=l we fully understand 
the true meaning of John 3:16-18 , we don’t know what it means to be desperate for Him.  You 2

see GOD got desperate for you and me.  It hurts my heart when people seem so casual about 
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Mark 12:29-30King James Version (KJV)

29 And Jesus answered him, The first of all the commandments is, Hear, O Israel; The Lord our God is one Lord:

30 And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with all thy 
strength: this is the first commandment.
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John 3:16-18King James Version (KJV)

16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not 
perish, but have everlasting life.

17 For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through him might be saved.

18 He that believeth on him is not condemned: but he that believeth not is condemned already, because he hath not 
believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God.



the fact that they are Chris=ans, yet don’t really live in a Christ-like manner.  Do we really think 
of the significance of the sacrifice God made for us?   He loved us with all of His heart, soul, 
mind, and all His strength.   He gave of Himself much more than any of us have ever given for 
Him.   If you’re s=ll looking at yourself in the mirror ask yourself if you are desperate to know 
God, or are you s=ll desperate for something else?  

Read John 3:16-18 and then decide. 


